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Address  by  the  Hon.  W.  J.  Bowser,  K.C. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL 


Mr.    I'rc^^KU-iit  and   Miiiil)ir>  ..f  iIk- 

Hoard  of  Trade  ot   '.  iitoria 

Gfiitlcnu-n.— I  htlicvc  it  is  tlic  umkiI  custom  at  tlu-  annual 
nu-etinK  of  y(,ur  body  to  invite  a  nuiiihir  of  the  I'rovineial  Min- 
istry to  deliver  an  address.  In  lornier  year,  1  liave  read  with 
interest  the  remarks  of  c.ilIeaKues  and  other,  who  have  fr.im  time 
to  time  been  invited  on  such  occasions  and  this  year  I  liave  inu  ii 
pleasure,  at  the  reque  ,t  of  the  Honouralde  the  Premier,  in  re, pond- 
ing to  the  call  On  behalf  of  the  Ministry,  and  ..n  my  own  behalf. 
I  appreciate  the  honour  and  the  privilejie  which  the  opportunity 
affords  me.  and  bet;  to  expres,  my  thank, 

Vour  esteemed  Secretary  was  kind  enough  to  ~end  me  an 
advance  copy  <if  your  Annual  Report,  the  content,  of  which. 
th.iu}.:h  taken  as  read  l)y  the  meeting.  I  have  had  imicli  pleasure 
in  perusing.  I  may  say  that  I  congratulate  yr,ur  honourable  boily 
upon  the  activity  which  it  ha,  displayed  in  mattirs  of  public  inter- 
est affectiuH  more  particularly  the  city  f  \ictoria  and  the  I, land 
of  \ancou\er,  although  there  i,  much  of  the  [(roceedinys  liiat 
have  an  interest  for  the  entire  Province.  What  you  are  doin^; 
in  this  section  of  firiti-h  Columbia  similar  bodies  are  doinu  for 
other  portions  of  the  Province  and  the  sum  total  is  having  and 
must  have  in  tile  future  a  most  important  effect  upon  the  fortun^'- 
and  dctiny  of  our  people  as  a  wh(de.  If  1  were  to  instance  «  t 
you  assisted  in  achievm.i;  in  connection  witii  the  harbor  impro\ 
ment,  and  the  dry  dock  at  l-lsquimalt  1  sh.nild  (lem<m,trate  the 
.Lireat  usefulne,,  ,.f  the  Board  of  Trade  in  this  city  and  district, 
but  your  activities  have  taken  a  mi:ch  wider  ranue  and  1  caiinoi 
recall  for  some  years  any  (|uestion  of  vital  concern  affecting  tlu- 
material  welfare  of  your  citizens  that  has  not  had  your  -eri,.ti, 
attenti.in.  and  the  outcome  of  which  has  n.a  lieen  hiriielv  iiillu- 
enced   by   your  actions  and  your  advocacy. 
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\'iiiir-.    i>    n>> 


i>  iiMi  ,1  j,,,liln-al  i..Hl\.  i,i!ni),,~t(l  .,,  !!  1,  ,t  i,ti-;iir-- 
niL-n  of  widely  coiivcrKini;  view  >  mi  pditioal  ,iti,l  <■,  .,ii,  ,,,110  .(lu - 
■■■■n>.  an.l  ilit-rttoi  .•  I  aiii  tia  lu-iv  f.  taik  i...li!!>-  in  tlu  iMrti,;,-: 
-i-tiM'.  .\>  a  iikiii'm  r  ..f  a  OovtriiimMr  cliai-:'.  ,1  with  tin.  r,.,p.,.i- 
-ihilily  (.t  the  <lii<rtiMii  ,,t  I'rovin.-.al  affair-  i..r  i!,r  t:tn.  1kiii_ 
■  ni.l  i.,r  cirlain  i),,li,-u>  ;,cc(jrdinK  to  ulncli  .lir(ii'..n  m  iIk-  mam 
i.ikc-  plain-.  I  cann.a.  lioui-vt-r.  (li>rii--  niatiy  niatt.r-  ilial  atficl 
;lu-  rciiMiiiu-  ini.ns:,  ,,i  tlu-  luiMnc>>  CMmimiiiitv  uitli,,iu  mi  :>. 
nit-a-iirc  trcaditrj  iijini,  -r,,iin<l  tl.at  1-  pMlmral  111  tlu-  nm,].  r  -<-ii-<- 
"t  tlu-  trriii.  I-:vrry  act  and  dtrd  of  liu-  ('.,  ,M-niiiu  nt  1-  ],,  l:tu-..I, 
lor  ulm-h  tlu-  Covt-rniiu-iit  imiM  r. ml.  r  an  ac.-..iiiii  •,,,  lin-  p.Mpl,. 
.01.'  ill  p..i:tual  i-ainpaimi-  aii>  ..r  al!  ..t  11-  dc-.-iN  iiiav  :..  ,,,.,1, 
tl'.-  .Mil.i.-i-t-  ..f  h, :,:>., I  ,-..nlr..wrsy.  \.,x:  i.a\.-  a.'K,.l'n,,  lic-r^ 
t'.d;.\  m  my  j. til, lie  iapai-it>  a-  a  Mim--.i  ..i  il.r  Cv..:,u.  pr.-Mui 
iilily    to    di^c-ii>-.    -..in.-    Ml    tlu-    tlim:;-    llu     ( '.-v  ,i„:.u  :: - 


relation  1.1 


prr»iuil 


-:ir  t'fi.iu>!ii,c   rt-(pt.ri-iiu-nl~.   m   li..     w  ai    ;  1   wim-I 


■  itfi-ct   your   malrrii!   u.-ll-l.t-iri-.  an. I.   tlur.ioi,.   ,;    |    ,,  .,,    ,,,   .,    .-^.^ 
■•i   tlu-v.-    m    m^r,-   ,,r   l-_-,,   ,Klail    y..ii    \,  il]    aoimt    m-    ■-!    a"-.     .;;-;r> 
to  "talk   p.,l,t:c-"  or  of  ,K-.-plaid   d. -mn    ,1,   n-.p,,-'    t.,   •,.nr   vop -, 
f   not!.-   :hat   your   Aiimial    Ri-p.-rt.  w  hicli    !i'a>    r.  ,.In    ■,,    I.  --kiii 
upon    as    voiir    aiimial     !.iid.m-l.    and      a     \  -rx     11-. ■,-!-,'      i.iii!..,,-.     1,..,, 
t-mliracrs  a  luimlM-r  of  !mp,,rtaiit    MiLivrt-    lo  a    i\-u    ,,f  ■-,  i--rh   oii\ 
I    ~liall    havi-    tiiiu-    !o    nfcr.      Amony    ..tiur-    y-ai    -iv.     pr,  ,;;i  lu  iicr 
to    the    i-\!in>i\r    >clu-m.-    of    liarSiiir    'iiiprov  ri^.  11!   .    t..    th,-    ],,-,.- 
|)o-cd    lU'w    ,i;r-ivin-    doik    al     l.-inrnialt.    to    ;!i,-    , -laid. -l;m  -;i:    o' 
the    ^'arrou.   at    tlu-   lall.-r   plaei-   and   to    ,|iipp;iiL;    and   -li;  i.nd.'iin- 
ircniTally.       \!1    of   tlu-^c    tlinpjs    may    !,.■   i-on>id-.-r<  d    a-    loidii-     .-k- 
lu-ad— shippin-.    and    •.!iii.])ln^;    in    tlu-    rnd    iiuolv,-    -!i,p!-mld  lo-^ - 
and  yoti  are  to  he  con-ratulatt  d   not   oid\    n]>on   n-.an:  ac.  .•iipl-^l- 
ments    in    tlii-    din-etion.    hut    upon    tlu     i)ro-p,cis    ,.f    il,,-    ftitiir,- 
ThroiiRliotit  Canada  then-  i-  a   •jeiu-ta!  awaki-niit-   in   n-.-atd   to   ih, 
Lcreat.  tlu-   iiionientons.  importanre  attaehed   p.  tlu-   d,e\ cloimn  in  of 
sliippinii   ami    sliiphitildins   anil    what    i-    he-n-    d,,nr    111    \  ii-t-Tia   i- 
in   line   with    what    is    lu-in-    <|oiie   and    eontemplat-.-d    in    \'am-ouv.  r, 
Xew     Westminster.    Toronto.     Montreal.     (Jtielx  c.     St.      I. dm     and 
Ifalita.x.    not    to    speak   of    the    enlar.^.-im-iii    and    1  \ten-.ion    ..f    ih,- 
canal    sy.stem.      The    present    is    es-entially    a    new    era    in    Canaci  . 
in   respect   to  the  ^hippiiiK  industry  and  it  has   \n-vn  greatly   -tiimi- 
lated    hy   the   pros|Hctive   completion   and   opetiin-    of   tlu-    ranam.i 
Canal      U  is  safe  to  say  that  within  ten  year-  the   nommioii   Cn- 
eriiment    will    have    spent    $].=;(),()()0.0(K)    i„    impr.,veinent    of   pre-en; 
f.icditie-    and    the    cncoiiraLreiiu-iu    of    shipping;. 


SHIPBUILDING    INDUSTRY 


In    rf«[i,-it    Mt    siiipliuilil'iiy 
I'liluri-. 


Coa-i  as   lia\ir;^  a  ^ria'    iiiiiin-.      Xuiirc 


li:i-    inark(  il    :•    , .;]»    a-    ,, 
fidd    for    tlu-    wruati->t    .I.vcIm,,,,,,,,!    ,,11. 1    -i.,!.  .wi-.l    ,1    u,,li    :Ji    tlir 
dcim-nts  whicli   tnti-r  int.,  its  <,u-ih-ss^     A-   a  nat:%.    .f  a   inariMu, 
Provincf.    I    npprociatr    th,.   cc..n.,nr,-    :::np.,rian,-,-    ..f    .h,pi„iil(Ini" 
wind,    wa^    lar-ely    lust    tn    us    with    tli.^    change-    ffni    u..o,|..„    ,,, 
iri.n  <Ii,p,.  and  11  y..ii  uill  nini-mi,.T  m  in;.    l!u,|.^,i   Spcrli   in   I'Md 
wh.n    I    had   :h>-   h. .„,,„:   ,,f  hi-nf^'    I'lnanr,     Minister.    [   hiid    -p.-cn! 
?tn-v<    upon    the    pos-lLilitir^    ,,f   i,i„I,lin.;    „p   a    ur.at    industry    .,„ 
the    roast   of    HntisI,    CoUunlua       Th.    advini    of    the    Varr,,u-    ,„ 
the   lu-id   is  an   indu-atio„   that   we   are   alreadv  at    th.-   thre-h-dd   oi 
thai   panienh.r   fiiti'r,  .      '.'..tir  pre-, den:    lias   po,„t.'.i   .,,11    tha      -ipp- 
I'nddmt;     is     one     of     tho„.     inchistties     whieh     niav     Ik-     d.vch.,,.d 
withou,     seriously    d,s,„rhin^'    th,.-e     h.hor    c>nd. 1,0ns    uhui,     are 
etteeted   l,y  competition  in  other  parts  ,,,•  ;!„.  „,„ld,  a  eoinr.^.;,,:,,,, 
whieh      renders     industrial     d.'Velopment  ,n      the     We-      -..nuwhat 
.hrticnh   and   slow.      Our  an,     hould   not   Ik-   to  huild   up  an    ,„dus- 
tnal    tal.ric   on   the   hasi.s   ,,f   .-h.-ap   lahor;    i,ut    ratlier   to    f.dh.w   o„ 
tlie   line  ..t   natural   ada,,lah,l.ties   and   resources  and   wa,t    in    ^tii-r 
respects   until   labor   conditions   ,n    other   parts   of   the   wo,id    have 
I.ecnme   levelled   up  an.l   ar.    ,„.„-,.    .,r   le-s   un.torm   wiih   0,0    ,„vn 
In  this  connection,  my  remarks  will  applv  to  the  r.comin.  nda- 
tion   a'^   to   the   encouraL;enK-nt    ,,f   local    industries   ahoiit    winch    s,, 
much    ha-    heen    said    recently,      Indu-try    after   all    is   a    maii.r   ..f 
natural   .urowtli    dependent    upon    the    incrras,-    ,,f    populati  „;    and 
the   development    of   markets   within    easy    reach    and 
very    well    force    it    heyond    certain     limits 
limits   expand.      It    is    well,    too,    not 

thiniis.  \Vc  are  apt  to  -irive  for  too  much  at  once.  Xr.irly  all 
the  industries  of  this  IV,,vince  and  everywhere  else,  as  .a  matir. 
of  fact,  have  been  started  in  a  small  way  and  have  Krowi,  up  will, 
the  country,  so  to  speak.  Great  oaks  from  little  .corns  .;r..w  and 
we  should  welcome  and  encourage  the  sj,,,,,  ^vith  llvt  -r  t.  ,1 
employees  as  the  possible  nucleus  of  the  shop  with  ..i 
or  one  thousand  or  ten  thousand  employees. 


n. 


>  ou    caii 
faster     ih.iii     \oii, 
despisr    the    day    of    small 


iiiiiKlrei; 


SUBSTANTIAL    PROGRESS 

^^y  opinion  is  that  in  British  Columbia  wr  are  maki,:-  v.  ry 
substantial,  almost  rapid  progress  in  our  industries,  and  we  may 
be  sure  that  capital,  which  is  always  looking  f,,r  profitable  mvest- 
incnts,  will  seize  upon  any  fav.,rable  opening  as  soon  as  it  presents 
itselt.     Take  the  iron  industry  for  instance.     A  ^rreat  manv  people 


wc.ukT  why,  with  .nir  immense  accf>.sil)le  (lcp.,sits  of  iron  ore 
and  many  ..thcr  national  aclvantaRes  for  the  manufacture  of  iron 
and  steel,  we  have  no  l.last  fur'iaces.  I  am  told  that  it  is  not 
ailoKether  the  price  of  lal.or  .,r  the  lack  of  material  that  accounts 
for  this  .ut  that  it  is  the  price  of  fuel,  or  in  other  words  the  cost 
of  orr-k,.-mK  coke,  which  is  three  or  four  times  that  on  the 
.Atlantic  side.  I  am  also  told,  however,  that  the  electrolitic 
system  of  smeltins,  by  the  use  of  water  power,  is  beiuR  rapidly 
<leveloped  .n  certain  countries  in  Europe,  and  that  by  the  new 
prncesse.  it  is  possible  here  t.,  establish  a  small  and  payiuR 
industry  with  comparatively  limited  capital.  Thorough  investiga- 
tion along  these  lines  should  be  well  worthy  the  serious  attention 
of  our  Boards  of  Trade. 

And    here    let    me   say    that    1    think    Victoria   is.   perhaps    not 
making  enougii  of  her  natural  advantages,  a  wonderful  asset   she 
1...S    withm    her   .,wn   doors.      Her  climate,   her   beauty  of  location, 
and  her  splendid  scenic  environments  are  assets  of  immense  value 
I  he  worhl  sh,nil<l  know  more  of  what  you  have  here  as  your  own 
I  Ins   IS   true   of   many   parts   of   British   Columbia:    but   particularly 
true  .,1  \  K-toria.    Southern  California  was  built  up  by  it.  tourist  and 
residential  attractions   being  advertised.      If  you   get   .>   large  popu- 
lation  of   necessarily   well   to  do  people   in   this   way.   industries   to 
meet    the   requirements  of   the   population   will   follow   as  a   matter 
ot  course.     The  Government  has  realized  the  attractions  ,.f  British 
Columbia  as  a   wh.de  and    has   mapped   out   and   is  well   on   with   a 
programme    of   parks    an,!    highways    which    when    completed    will 
l-nng    great    numbers    to    British    Columliia.      It   is   endeavoring,   in 
other  wonls.  to  capitalize  it.s  great  wealth  of  scenery,  and  although 
the  mitial  expense   is  large   it   is   boun.l   to   be   repaid   many   fold  in 
the    liiliire       Swifzerlan.l.   it    is   estimated,    gets  $J00.()()0.()00  a  year 
tn.m  Its  t,nirist  trade,  and  it  is  not  only  a  great  t..urist  resort,  hut 
It    w   becoming  a   great   industrial   country.      just   to     llustrate   how 
probtable  ..ur  assets  in  this  way  may  become,  last  :  ear  the   Prov- 
ince   obtained    a    revenue,    on    account    of    its    game    and    fishing 
licences,    for   outs.de    sportsmen,   of   several    thousand    dollars,   and 
that   without  depleting  our  stock  of  game.     By  a  pcdi.y  of  conser- 
vation our  big  game,  which   was  rapidly  on   the  decrease,  is  now 
rapidly    increasing. 


TOWN    PLANNING 

And  these  observations  naturally  link  up  with  what  may  be 
sai<l  in  regard  to  the  sanitation  of  cities  and  a  town-planning 
scheme.  1  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  the  report  of  your 
President's    ad<lress    the    other    evening    before    the     Real    Hs.ate 


^ 
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hxchangt-.  The  whole  qia-.tion  is  n„w  attracting  neural  attent,,.,. 
in  America,  where  nicst  of  the  cities  are  still  not  too  ol.l  t,. 
rectify  and  stetn  the  evil  of  slums.  It  is  a  I.vc  question  in  „u 
own  cty.  Vancouver.  I  should  say  make  it  a  part  of  a  policy  o"f 
pul.hcty  to  attract  desirable  residents.  Make  your  city  as  hcau,,- 
ful  as  possible  and  keep  it  clean.  1  might  even  suKge.t  that 
attention  should  be  paid  to  l,ack  yard,  and  to  tumble-down  fences 
that  here  and   there  disfigure  your  otherwise   beautiful   streets. 

In  respect  to  the  pn.per  housing  and  taking  care  ,.f  immigrants 
whose  inrtux  in  large  numbers  is  anticipated  in  your  report  as  the 
result    of   travel    by    way    of    Panama.    1    trust    that    the    n„min.o„ 
Government  will   e.xercise  such   supervision   that   the  authorities  ,„ 
the  Coast  cities  will  not   find   their  care  a   burden.      Vou  are   right 
■  n   looking    forward   to   a   possibility,   but    I    am  of   the   the   opinion 
that    most    ot    the   class   you   fear   will   tin.!    their   wav    to   the  cities 
.south  ot  the  line  and  what  the  United  States  reject.' 1   feel  certain 
will  not  be  allowed  to  enter  Canada  by  its  western  gatewavs      W, 
know   that   in   eastern   cities   a   fruitful   cause   of  slums   is   this   very 
"nmigratu.n  of  foreigners  from  Southern    Kurope.  an.l  vour  repre- 
sentations  to    the    l)..minion    Cx.vernment    should    be   as"   str,,ng   -.s 
possible  to  regulate  their  admission  on  this  coast  so  that  the  verv 
minimum  of  evil  may  result. 

I    shall   deal   with   the   foreign   export    ,,f   lumber   later   ,,n    and 
there  is  but  one  more  recommendation   in  your  report   tu  which    1 
feel  It  necessary  to  refer,  and  that  is  a  >ystem  of  distribution  of 
products  as   between  and   through   wholesale  and   retail   as   to   re- 
duce   their   cost    to   the   consumer,      This    being  a   matter    of   trade 
and    commerce    it    is   not    one    coming    within    the    powers    of    the 
Provincial   Government   to   deal,   but   it   is   ,.ne.  of  course,   like  all 
tlie  others  you  have  alluded  to.  in  which  the  members  of  the  l,,cal 
Government   feel   the  deepest   concern.     The   question   of  the   high 
cost  of  living  IS  almost  universally  a  burning  one  and  we  have  had 
yet  no  very  authoritative  pronouncement  as  to  its  cause  or  cure 
The    Dominion   (..veriment,   as   you   are  aware,    has   appointed   a 
very   competent    commission    to   enquire    into    the    subject,   and    we 
may    e>'    .ct    some    of    the    members    here   at    an    earlv    date       The 
recent  cKCtsion  of  the   Railway  Commission  to  reduce  freight  rates 
.n  the  West  will  no  doubt  have  an  appreciable  effect   in  this  direc- 
tion, and  that,  together  with  the  movement  now  becoming  popular 
of    gettmg    back    to    the    land    will    be    a    partial    .solution    of    the 
question.      It   IS   generally   admitted   that    throughout    .America   the 
and  must  produce  more  in  order  that  the  rapidlv  growing  popu- 
lation   may    have    their    requirements    more    cheaply    ,s„pplie,l       In 
my  opinion,  however,  we  can  never  get  back  to  the  old  bas.s  of 
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ilK.ii.    living.      CiKli 


>taii(lard  of  living  and  t,,  the 


,"""\'""~'    nadjuM    tiums..!v.,    t„    iIr.    ium 


'KiHT  rales  of  wages,  and  it  after  all 


MUNICIPAL    LEGISLATION 

'  ;•'"!    Mlad    that    mention    is    ,ua.;..    of   ,he    action    f.lcen    . 

:';;";:;;:: ;;; ""  ";■:;'  ■" """  ■-  -™ =-::■;:;.;, c^ 

■t  Mx.>  me  a  smtal.le  opportunity  to  refer  to  ,I,e  legislation  ,  f 

;:::■. :::r,*U;t::;;z;;:  "^r"'  ■" ^'"-■"■ 

N.™:z,^:;:;;:':::-"«;;:r:;;',:;;es;:r''; '"'^ 

tilt    .■..iin.r,-  1-  ■  "  piiJMcal  character  of 

nev.M-   l,.,,i   1  1  revision    ot    the    municipal    code.      There 

-lnaK,    and    .UtMoiigh    as    n    lorm    ,.f   r' 

'■■""icip.ililios.      .M,l,„„„|,    „„    „l„a    U,  ■'"   '"    ""■ 

•'"■'■■""■ -™-""^tx^^X:™r^;:r:'; 


-e,l    in    n,any     .n.tanc.     Z      U:r:   CT r'''''''Z  ^'^^" 
""i'"r.u„y    ,„    „,e,hod.    „r    p..l,e  r,ur  ^^-"""y     - 

■nunicipalities    cvxTywluTe   ,.  \  '    t.n,k.ncy    amon^ 

too  recklessly      Th,.  U  n    ,  "  "''"-'"•^'"';^-    ^'"^    '<'    l^rhap,    spcul 

ought  to  he-u„sa.,sfac"v  ;:::;:t  r"-"""""  '^  ■""  ^^'■'" 

-prcad  a^Mtatiun  fur  «ovrrruiu-ni 
and   rciurms   .ueiK-rallv. 


It 
luiKc  i!,e  m^ncral  wide 
'■""""'"'"".  iMi.ir.N  ut  control 


ANSWERS    CRITICISM 


As  the  rentlt  of  numerous  representations  and  of  ohscrvition 
o    actua    conduions  the  Government  appointed  a  co„.m,;        "      ;: 
posed    of  scntlemen    well   ..ualiried    for    the   duties    involved    to   in 
vest.gate  the   whole   .ul.ject,  and   with   the   report   o-'  tha        ,,  „  "' 
s.on  as  a  basis  I  drafted  a  bill  designed,  I  thnJk,  to  mak^  ,um  c       j 

prrh^;:n::;;:;:;^r;:;-t;:t:::-;,- 
^e.^^d.st.bt.ted  ar.  a  yL  was  .^i^^id  tj^;:;;":;::  z 

..^:o^^:.^trr:;.::-~^ 
^  £.rfs;:7;;a-— ^ 

corpora,..  a„.  ,„„„  '„,^Z,°L:":;L:Z^l  T^.ST 

a;:':t,;^.=r^;;-£:SHE:= 

guarded.     If    he  authority  taken  for  that  purpose  be  not  wide  and 
tron,  enou.     that  duty  cannot  be  efficiently  performed  can 

not  go  into  all  the  details  of  that  n-.easure,  because  t h e v  -.  /. 
nunu.ous  and  it  would  take  too  Ion.,  but  one  See  frturr; 

eb  n,t:;r"v"'\"'  "^\^^^-^'-"   -^^  ^^bt  and   the   issue  of  c 
debentures.     \ou  know  that  during  the  recent  financial  crisis  the 
question    of   municipal    indebtedness    was    a    serious    f-.ctor      The 
.nancers   of   Great    Britain    became   alarmed   at    i.T  rapTd^rolth 


and  the  almost  unhnrnd  spending,  ..f  „,o„,,.  They  threatened  to 
cu  off  the  supply  unless  retrenchment  wa.  made  and  there  was 
M.me  reasonable  guarantee  that  the  money  borrowed  was  neces- 
sary and  was  expended  economically  -n  the  best  interests  of  the 
nnun.cpalmes.  The  supply  was  cut  off  temporarily  and  there  wal 
danger  that  necessary  public  improvements  would  be  unable  to  be 
pmceede     w,th^     The  ten.porary   stoppage  or  partial   stoppag^  „ 

us'?  r,  ^^' '-r?^'"'  '"'  "  -'"-'^-"--  was  on^'of  the 
causes  of  the  hnancal  depression.  You  see  how  important  it  is 
therefore,  that  mun.cipal  cre.iit  should  be  .maintained.     So  fa    f  om 

.   superv.s.on   wh.ch   the   Government   proposes   to   exerci  e  ove 

c   hnancal  affa.rs  of  municipalities  hampering  municipal   opera^ 

t.-ns  ,t  w>ll  be  found  m  the  end  to  be  greatly  to  their  advantage 

when    they   come    to   born-w    money       The    OK    in         f  ^"'^"'=»»'^ 

l)on<ls  hv   fl,..  r  "oiiey.      i  nt    U.K.-mg   of   municipal 

onds  by   the  (.overnn.ent   w>ll   materially   facilitate   borrowing  for 

gnmae   purposes.      Financers    w.ll    re,u,re    no   better   guaran  ec 

an  the  stamp  o,  Govern„,ent  approval.  The  ,„eans  by  which 
the  Government  w.ll  exercise  th.s  supervision  is  the  creatfon  of  a 
Mun.cpal    Department    under    the    control    and    direction    of    the 

sho    ^^,ll    have    the    power    ot    holding   a    public    enquiry    into    the 

H.smess    ot   a    num.cipali.y.    and    who,e    hndings    shall,  'sub/et    to 

the  approval  o,  the  Governor-in-Council.  be  binding.     .Vno  he     of 

Retur:7:f"       ";   ''"  ,^'-^-^-"-   "f  -nm.cipal    bookk  ep  ng 

made  t^  t    '  n"    '"■'"  """'^•"'  "'^"""'^'"■'^  '"  ^^e  citizens,  wiU  be 

made  to  the  Department  and  a  financial  statement  of  each  muni- 

U.a    ,y   publ.shed  annually   ,n   pamphlet   forn,.      Provision     s  Tde 

to     compulsory  aud.ts.      It   has   been   very  difficult   in   the  past   to 

Zy  ith;*:  p;  "^  ^'^^^  r-^"^"'"'"- ''-  -nicipanties ,:  'r : 

any  other   F  rovmce  and  u  ,s  one  of  the  things  of  which  financial 

complamed.     These   provisions   will   result   in    the   finances   of   the 
mumcpality  being  placed  on  a   sound  basis  and  credit   mate  iailv 
strengthened.     The  standard  of  permanent   ntunicip  I  ofh"  a U  w   , 
he   raised    as  only   well   qualified   men   wdl   meet  the   reju  re,   e" 
bafety  of  municipal  finance  will  be  guaranteed. 


COMMISSION    GOVERNMENT 

In  respect  of  the  commission  form  of  government  which  has 
heen  the  subject  of  so  much  di.scussion.  it  was  not  considered  the 
wisest   method   to   be  permitted   for  adoptu.n   in   this    Province    at 

ion*  U  I  ^7''"''  ':"'  ""  "■'  ""'"  '"'"•'  ""^'^-^  '^^■'■•^'■"  condi- 
tions, boards  of  control,  such  as  exist  in  M,.ntreal,  Toronto  Win- 
nipeg.   Calgary    and    Kdmont.m.    may    be    create.l.    .he    members 
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bemK  elected  tn.m  the  cty  at  lar^e.  Su  far  from  tlu  power,  of 
mun.apalmes  l.einK-  restricted  l,y  the  new  Act.  tluy  have  hee„ 
Kreatly  enlarged  and  it  will  be  possible  to  undertake  n.anv  thin«< 
or  the  san.tation,  better  regulation  and  beautuyinu  of  „u',nic,pal- 
t.es  that  were  not  before  possible.  Mr.  Shallcro.ss  w>ll  be  able 
to  carry  out  his  scheme  of  town  plannm,.  if  he  cun  u.duce  a 
suftaent  number  of  ratepayers  to  support  hin>  in  the  „lea  a  ui  „ 
so  disposed  under  similar  circumstances  he  can  make  a  paradt,,. 
ot  this  city. 

ThrouKhout    the   new    .\ct.   which    is   a    very    complete   code   ,n 
1/9  pages,  while  there  are  many  radical  .lepartures.  the  provision, 
are  very  conservative.     That  is  to  say.  nothing  can  be  done  ra^hlv 
and  without  the  consent  <,f  a  large   majr.rity  of  the   electors      In 
entering  the  f^eld  of  public  utilities  there  mus,  be  respect  for  vested 
interests,    because    while    municipal    ownership    may    be    an    ideal 
arrangement  those  who  have  invested  money  in  large  enterprises 
have   rights   also.      It   is   popular   to   decry    "vested    interests  "    but 
even  apart  from   the  moral  aspect  of  the  <nustion.  i,  ,s  to  capital 
we  must  look  for  our  public  requirements   when   we   want    money 
Again,    with    reference    to    the    referendum,    that    power    ha<    been 
abused    because   it    has   been   exercised   in    matters   the   power   over 
which  belonged  exclusively  to  the  Province  or  .some  other  author- 
ity than  the  council,  and  time  and  numey  have  been  waste.l      Tax 
sales    have    been    ma.le    valid    after    one    year,    thus    avoiding    a 
repetition  of  revival  of  claims,  after  years,  through   technicalities 
which  was  the  unfortunate  experience  of  South  Vancouver    These 
are  but  a  few  of  the  provision.^  of  the  new  .\ct  calculated  to  ensure 
careful  and  sound  administration.     There  is  nothing  to  curtail  or 
restrict    the    rights   of   municipalities.      On    the    other    hand     there 
have    been    greatly    increased    powers    given    them.       .\mong    the 
increased  powers  given  under  the  new  Act  are  powers  to  regulate 
the   measuring  and   weighing  of  all   articles  of  food,   fuel    and  to 
impose  penalties  for  light  weight  and   shoit  measurement;  power 
to    examine    and    licence    moving    picture    operators;  -er    to 

regiilate  and  prohibit  the  erection  of  huts,  shacks  and  U  vhich 

might  be  a  detriment  to  the  value  of  surrounding  property  ,  power 
to  regulate  second-hand  stores  and  junk  shops;  power  to  compel 
manufacturers  to  install  smoke  abatement  apparatus,  and  power 
to  regulate  and  collect  rent  for  areas  and  cellars  under  sidewalks 
The  sole  object  of  Government  supervision  in  certain  cases  is 
to  prevent  mismanagement  and  waste  of  public  monev.  We  think 
that  the  new  code  will  give  British  Columbia  the  bes,  form  of 
municipal  government  now  in  existence. 
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MATERIAL    RESOURCES 

econ!,mr   l'""l    '"  ""  '"""'"'  "'"'"^  "'  "'^^'"'^   ^"  ^^  -=^  thcr 
.eonom.c    dcvc  .,„,„,„,    depends    upon    the    administration    of   the 

"r^s  s    V      ""'';-; ''-\-'""-ted  in  its  opinion  to  promote  the 
tnat   wealth   as   it   is   produced. 

f   need  "ot  refer  at  !en;,lh  to   the   mining  industry.     It  is  now 
o      a  .dUMahl.shed   hasis,   producing   steadily   and    L   a   -uhsUiv 

^  h  :::rr" '''' '"  ^■""■-  ^'^  "'■^''''--  >--•  -  ^i- 

,  r  T  ,  "T,^:".'-'"^-^'   '•-■"   '■•"■--'>■   -'v-l.   and   the  policy 

:"      ■•>■   I  remier.  the  .^r,n,ster  of  Mines,   has   heen   to  carefullv  and 

:;   h;;':'"'""  -f,"^''™-  -^h   as  .it.,e   change  of "al^: 

xt  ei   r      n:  '  ■  '"'  ''"  "•"•'*  "^'^  '■^^"  -ti^factorv  in  the 

.X     tnu        1  he   revenue   ot    the    Province    from    mining    during   the 

a.r   r  t'Tn'  i  ^  '  '"  '"'  ^""^"''"^'^'v  ----'J-l.  which  is  a 

J"  re,gard  to  agricultural  indu,.„y.  the  development  of  which 
m  now-  a  >ul,ject  of  much  discussion.  I  may  .say  that  the  depart- 
ment under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor,  the  late  Capt,  Tatlovv 
myself  when  Minister  of  .Agriculture,  and  my  successor,  the  Hon.' 
Pnce  Ellison,  has  done  all  that  was  reasonable  or  possible  in  the 
way  o,  encouragement,  assistance  an.l  educational  propaganda,  in 
act.  re  atively  more  than  is  being  done  in  any  other  part  of  .Amer- 

S„oc„l.t  7    "    "?■    '"''^    ""    '*'"    "^°^*    '"-l^--"    "methods. 

Sp  ui  at.on  in  farming  lands  has  to  some  extent  retarded  prodnc- 
t.on.  but  on  the  whole  it  has  been  satisfactory.  Since  1901 
population    has   treble.l   and    production    has   quadrupled.      In    th 

zz:::  7:"r "" '" ""  '^'^^  -"-'"^  -  ^-'-v  affect^': 

whic     to         „  """  ^'"  G--™"*  has  adopted  a  metho 

results  n':  '"^r""'  ''"''  '"^"'■'""^'  ''^  *'^  ^'"^  '"-^^  •'--filial 
results,  namely  the  appointment  of  royal  commissions  of  investi- 
gation nepartmentally  the  Government  cannot  devote  that  time 
1  at  emion  to  the  various  problems  which  arise  to  arrive  at  all 
he  facts  or  to  amilianze  itself  fully  with  all  the  conditions  affect- 
■ng  these  problems.  We  have  had  taxation,  insurance  forestry 
munK-ipa  and  other  commissions,  and  the  legislation  foZw  7. 
has  given  entire  satisfaction.  We  have  just  received  the  report 
"f  an  agncullural  commission  which  has  completed  a  very  exhaus- 
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tivc  .M.r.nry.  Tl„-  Govcrnnunt  ha>  „„t  v.,  I,ad  „„,,  ,„  ,,„,,  ^|,.,. 
rcp..r,  and  I  can,,,,,  say  what  action  w,ll  he  taken;  hu,  as  d^alntK 
^v.th  „n,.  ,„  the  ,nos,  important  industne..  ,f  n,„  the  ,no., 
..nportant  ,ndu>try.  ,n  the  lTov,„ce.  the  rec  „„„u  „da„on.  ,„•  the 
w™.s,,.n.  as  ,„  all  ,„her  ease,  w.ll  have  „„r  „.„st  earnest 
-"Hlerat.„„.  I  he  oh,eet  ..f  ,he  C;. .vernntent  as  a  whole  i,  to 
..dopt  any  advanced.  ,f  sound.  p,d,cy  whuh  wdi  enure  to  the 
advancement  ..,   our  agricultural  interest,s, 

THE    LAND    POLICY 

The   land   pohcy   „f  the   Government,   wh.ch   ha,   heen   severelv 

nd"".  '"  T"'^  """'"'•  "  '^'""■'^  associated  with  a^ncultun. 
and  settlement.  Last  year,  my  c,,llea;,u,e.  the  Hon,  W,  R  Ross 
on  a  s.mdar  occasion,  dealt  very  fully  with  that  and  1  d,,  not  pro- 
P'.se  to  Ko  oyer  the  same  ..ro„„d,  lU-Mde-.  ,t  has  heen  w.dely 
.  ..^--1  -n  the  Le„sl,-,ure.  ,n  the  Press  and  otherwise,  so  ,hat 
I  do  not  a.Mnne  that  [  could  make  you  w,ser  than  you  are  now 
a.  to  the  posmon  we  take,  I  will  say.  however,  that  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  ae^i-  of  the  Land  Oepartnten.  ,s  perfornnn.^  a 
very  valuable  work  in  the  n.at.er  of  land  developme,  t  and  settle 
ment  as  well  as  m  other  d,rect,ons.  and  I  ,u„  w.'h  to  refer  here  ,, 
what   are    amon^    the    latest    development. 

About   the   first   o,    June   80.0(K)  acre,   of  a«r,cultural    land   w,ll 
be  opened  to  pre-emptnr>  m   the  \al!ey  of  the   South    P'ork  o.   the 
Fraser-land  alon^^  „,,   Grand  Trunk    I'achc   Railro,.d,  and   mttch 
of  U   bordering  on   the    Fraser   River.      This   ,s   par,  of   an   area   of 
1.200  square   miles   covering   a    strip   of   si.x    miles   ahm^-   the   new 
transcontmental  railway,  just  complete.l  fr<,m  ocean  to  ocean    and 
as  the  tmiber  which  covers  other  portions  is  cut.  more  lands  will 
be   avadable    tor   settlers.      This   is   but    one   of  a   number   of  areas 
to   be  opcne.l   within   the   next   few   weeks   in   a.lditi.m   to   the  larue 
area^  t.„all,n^    millions    of    acres    now    available    for    pre-empt,on: 
beins   opened   by    the    Department    of    Landv      \ot    all    of    this    is 
Rood  land,  but  it  includes  ,„any  valuable  tracts  of  arable  country 
and    very    large    areas    of    past.,ral    land,    estitnated    at    21500  000 
acres.      Fracts  are   being  opened   a,   the   beginning  of  next   month 
m  the  Kootenay  D.strtct,  some  m  close  proximity  to  the  cities  o^ 
Cranbrook  and  I-erme.    These  are  logged-otf  lands.     S.milar  tracts 
frotn   wh.ch   the   loggers    have    cut    the    nterchantable   timber   and' 

Tver  v'l.  ""  !"f.'''*^'^'^"''-'^''  -<^  '-in^'  opened  in  the  Salmon 
River  \alley  ot  Vancouver  Island,  a  valley  in  which,  when  the 
t.niber  has  all  heen  cut  and  the  plough  can  follow  the  axe  there 
wtll  be  ^.00  acres  of  farming  land  of  the  san.e  charact  "a!  Ik- 
Comox  Valley.     Other  areas   for  the  settler  are   being  opened   on 
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Malaspina  IVmnsi.la.  close  tc,  the  settlement  at  Lund.  ..n  the 
Lcluflet  Peninsula,  where  al,.mt  5.()00  acres  have  been  subdivided 
lor  settlement,  and  in  other  districts.  Pamphlets  describing  the 
various  tracts  have  been  issued  i)y  the  Department  of  Lands,  giving 
full  mformati.m  re>,'ardmK  them,  to  assist  settlers.  Let  me  say- 
here,  in  connection  with  the  important  question  of  land  settlement 
that  >t  has  taken  $2.22.S.(KK)  in  surveys  to  determine  the  land  so 
far  available  for  the  purpose.  Remember  that  up  until  1907  the 
(.overnment  ha.l  practically  no  money  to  prosecute  surveys  or 
undertake  anything  else  in  a  large  way.  In  eight  years  12.5.?6.640 
acres  have  been  surveyed,  and  of  all  thi,  land  surveyed  for  settle- 
ment, settlement  was  not  possible  until  railway  communication 
and  highways  were  afTor.led.  The  completion  of  tiie  Grand  Trunk 
I'acitic  and  the  Canadian  .Northern  Railways  will  give  a  large 
section   of  surveyed   lands   the  desired   facilities. 


MUCH  ARABLE  ACREAGE 

There   i,   considerable   land  available   for   the   settler   today   in 
various    parts    of   the    Province.      While    it    is    true    that,    owing   to 
climatic   and    topographic    factors,    the    proportion    of   agricultural 
land  to  the  whole  area  of  the  Province  is  smaller  than  that  of  the 
Praine    Provinces,    it    is.    nevertheless,    true    that    the    agricultural 
possibilities  of  British  Columbia  are  generally  underestimated    and 
that  when  all   the  tillable  lands  are  under  cultivation,  and  all   the 
grazing  lands  are   made   use  of  for  stock-raising,   the  agricultural 
industry  will  rank  with   the  lumbering  and  mining  industries-the 
two  greatest  in  the  Province-,,,      nportance.     .\  great  portion  of 
these  agricultural  lands  are.  however,  at  the  present  time  covered 
with  a  valuable  growth  of  timber.     In  accordance  with  the  highest 
practice    of    conservation    these    timbered    agricultural    lands    are 
reserved   trom   settlement  until  the  timber  crops  can  be  removed 
At   the   same   t.me      ,-ovision  is  made  for  the  prompt   removal  of 
timber   to  prevent   the  locking  „p  of  >uch   lands   from   settlement 
or   an    indefinite   period.      .As    timber   leases   or   licenses    lapse    the 
lands  are  at  once  examined  and  if  found  available  for  agriculture 
they  are  opened   for   settlement. 

The  forest  policy  of  British  Columbia  has  attracted  wide 
attent,on  not  only  in  other  parts  of  Canada,  but  in  other  lands. 
In  a  country  such  as  this,  where  timber  resources  are  so  enormous, 
so  diversified,  and  of  such  paramount  commercial  importance  the 
development  of  a  forest  policy  might  have  l)een  expected  to  be 
slow.  Within  the  short  space  of  the  past  eight  years,  however, 
the  present  Government  has  pushed  forward   its  plans  so  rapidly 
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in  thi>  .lirecti.in  that  British  Coliiml.ia  at  thf  present  time  is 
recoKni/e.l  .m  all  sides  as  one  ..f  the  must  advanee.l  countries  in 
the  world  ,n  forest  policy  and  administration.  Timher  and  mcreas.- 
in  timber  values  has  I.een  made  the  property  of  the  people  and 
the  mainstay  ol  the  public  trea>ury,  on  a  carefully  a.ljuMed  method 
of  protit-shanng  which  was  equitable  and  advantageous  to  both 
the  I'rovmce  and  th  •  private  interest-  concerne.l.  The  revenue 
trom  timber  last  year  was  about  $J,(M«M»0().  or  about  o„e-lourth  o.' 
the  total  I'rovincia!  receipts.  Stable  financial  conditions  have  been 
assured  to  the  lumbermen  by  the  recent  Royalty  .\ct,  so  placing 
nur  ureal  Provincial  industry  ,n  a  position  of  advantaKe  compare.l 
with  it>  competit,.rs  in  the  W  extern  States,  where  forestry  prin- 
ciples have  not   I)een   thus  applied  to  taxation  of  limber  lands. 

The  Government's  legislation  has  been  supported  by  a  vi^or- 
■  nis  etbciency  in  forest  administration,  no  easv  mailer  in  handling 
the  wide-spread  lorest  areas  of  British  Columbia.  Kfficiency  in  the 
work  ot  protecting  the  forests  fror.  t^re  was  another  result  that 
had  been  secured  by  sound  org." nidation,  and  the  investiKations 
that  were  beinR  carried  on  under  the  Minister  of  Lands  wer.. 
showiuK  that  the  great  asset  in  the  hands  of  the  C.uvernment- 
thc  reserve  ot  timber  that  had  never  yet  been  subject  to  license 
or  sale-was  greater,  far  .greater,  than  had  ever  been  suppn>ed. 
Our   total   -land   ol   timber   is   estimated   at   .VM).()(>0.(M)(MHM)   feet. 

FORESTRY  PROGRAMME 

With  legislali(m  and  administrati.m  well  and  s.iundly  pro- 
vided for  the  next  stage  of  the  forestry  programme  which  my 
colleague,  the  Hon.  VV.  R.  Ross,  has  in  conlemplalion.  is  the 
encouragement  of  the  lumbering  industry  by  market  extension  and 
the  commercial  utilization  of  the  many  by-products  now  unused 
or  improfitable  to  market.  Thi>  is  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  and 
profit,  and  is  occupying  the  attention  of  mill  opt-ralors  every- 
where. In  some  of  the  Slates  of  the  L^nion  the  log-pn„lucts  are 
liemg  made  more  profitable  than  tlu-  main  output,  and  a  thorough 
investigation  of  possibilities  in  this  line  will  no  doubt  result  in 
adding  materially  to  the  value  of  the  present  large  output.  One 
of  the  <,bjects  of  a  sound  policy  of  conservation  is  to  avoid  all 
waste. 

Another  most  important  mailer  which  will  occupy  ilie  Min- 
ister's attention  is  the  foreign  export  trade.  I,a>t  '  vear  thi-^ 
amounte.l  to  51.500,000  feet  or  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  export 
trom  the  Pacific  Coast  Slates.  With  our  large  timber  in.lusiry. 
our    vast    timber    resources    and    with    equal    opportunities    in    the 
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.-n.,K„  ,„..rU,-  ,1,,.  :.  a  r,,,,,!:,,.,,,  „>  ,!.„«>  wind,  ,i,.,uhl  n.,; 
fxi^t  \\,th  ,,|ual  ..pportuiutif,,  a  ha.r  tidd  and  n,,  lav.r,  a 
>l.uul.l  „„,  in.  ..,,1  ,hai  our  lu,nl,cr„Kn  can„„t  c.npct.  ,uce;,.- 
•ully  u,t h  ,lu-,r  ,u,^;l,l„,r.  .iu.t  armss  tlu-  l,n..  C,,„„d.rm«  whal 
tl'c  Land  D.partnuni  h,.,  .drra.ly  accuniph-lud  ,t  wdl  nut  U- 
^uri,r>-in,.  ,i  ^  ,■  ,h.  n...  -l„„il^  ..,.  ,„at.r,al  u-.uh.  pruducd  lr„m 
tlu-   clt..rts  ,,i    tlK    .\lin.,nr   in    ilns   dircctiun. 

.\n,,:lKr  l.ranci,  ..,  ,lu-  C.v.rnnicnt  >>rvicc  in  whirl,  a  yr.al 
*-l>anvc  ,n  ad,n,n,.st,at,x .  „,itl„,d,  ha.  taken  place  ■„  th,  la<t  iVw 
year.  ,„  ,hc  resultant  a.Kanta«e  .,f  ,l,e  IT,,v,nce  ,-  ,he  W  ate 
K-Kln,  Branrh  (,nl>  „ve  year,  a.^„  ,h.  nnp„r.an,  l,„,:ne.-  o. 
yrant.nK  and  adn„n,Mer.n,^  n^ht,  .n  the  ,ynat  natt-ral  asset-the 
waUTs-uas  treated  a>  a  snle  ,.M,e.  1,  ^.a-  a,  thai  „n,e  n,  charge 
"f  "cal  (.,,vern,neni  Land  A.^en-.  wh,.  had  l:t,u-  ,n„e  t,.  Mndv  ,he 
teehnu-al  ,Mde  ,„  ,he  .,neM,un,  and  the,,-  aUiUuie  had  the  pr.al  e  >1 
^•'L-.->  w,  .ay.np  u.  the  pnhhe  -lulp  y,.n,-,eK  es."  ^■e,  M,eh  ha- 
U-.;..  Ihe  prn^res.  dur,n^  tho^e  years,  l„„h  ,n  perteet,n^  the  le«,s- 
atn.n  and  ,n  pr,.v,d,nK  the  n.aelnnery  ,l,r.,nKl,  whnd,  that  k-.s- 
lati""  shunl.l  he  ,nade  effect, v.-.  that  Hr,i;,h  C.du.nlna  l,a>  todav 
a   i„M-t   pract,eal   an.l   efficient   water   a-lniinistration. 

Speaking   of    water    leL:i->lat„.n.    I    may    -ay    ,hai    the    iT.,v,nc. 
li-lds  a  unique  position,  and  one  that   will  surely  sirve  as  a   -ui(h 
!''•>■    other    western    commonwealths    in    this— that    all    the    vaH..n- 
Acts  1,'ovcrnins  the  use  .,f  water,  whether  they  relate  t-  irrigation 
power,   n.inins.   the   clearing   of   streams   f,,r   logoins  purposes,   the 
carnaKe  or  storage  of  water,  or  to  other  uses,  have  been  gathered 
■  nto  one  o.mplete   Code  and  co-related       Xowher.^   is   there   such   a 
eomprehensive   code   ;.^overninK   the   use  ..f   water.      The   principles 
of  non-waste,  of  the  huildiuR  and  maintainin^  of  substantial  struc- 
tures,   of    recognilion    of    fixed    priorities,    of    due    regard    for    th  ■ 
nghts  o.  the  public  and  of  other  licensees  apply  alike  to  the  miner 
the   aKnculturist.   'he   power   man.   the   logger   or   to    ,he   conveyor. 
The   principle    that    beneficial    use    of   water   ,„ust    be   made    by 
applicants  within  a  reasonable  time  is  now  thr.roughlv  established 
I  might  go  further  and  say  that  it  is  being  made  effective  in  actual 
practice.     The   change   in   policy   from   the   very   lax  administration 
of  former  tunes  to  ,,ne  of  rigid  inspection  and  supervision  is  b,,nnd 
to    be    felt    by    some    and    complained    of.    but    it    is   clearlv    in    tlu 
interests   of  the   greatest    number   to   compel   the   man   who   cann,,- 
make  use  of  a  privilege  within  a  reasonable  time  t. 
let    another    wh,.    is    ready    and    willing    to    carry 
take  his  place. 


step  aside  am! 
on    <levidi.|iment 
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LIMITING    WATER     GRANTS 


.\M..,luT    ^,r.^arcl    m,-v,    uhu-i,    I, a,   l„-.„    ,-..-.  ,„1,    mad.'    ,- 
'"'ii'iiiK    Ml    !!„■    1,1, ,r,-    niii,..rt.,nt    .;rant.    ,.|    u.u.r     '        " 
Urm    ...-year,.      Th,.    prnu  pK-    „    1,,,,,^.   a.l..,,...l    i„    all    tlu.    ,„,,r. 
l.r..«u>s,v..  cmnru-  a-  a  ,..„n:,rv    ,„.,„..,„1,.  .  ,   o-nM-rva.,.,,,       Tl„ 


a  i>miiar>   iiruu-i] 
I    t  i  u- 
V.  at.r    i..,u.rs    l,a>    l,iiii    dm.    laryi-lv 


.pl.-ndid    pru^r..,,    uh:,li    ,iu-    IT.,vnc.-    ,„    ,>„,an,,    l,a.    nu.d.    in 

'he   pruiictiun    i.i    it» 

idoi,n..i,    ,,t    thr    I.a.r    >>  Mi-ni    anrl    f.    ill 


ti 


.    the 

tile 

Iia~s    iiack 

iinU  of  ilu'   I'rdviiKc  t,. 

n  t.riM,  wind!  will  |,i..  suitahlc 


iari.iul    drattitiK 
u,U-v    till,    >yiM(in,    tl'iM-    iialiiral    a^sils    wi 
aiiti.niatically    ivi  r\    i,fi\    \,ars   im,,   tin 
Ik-  mad.    ilu-  Mi'.jn't  .,i  a  iii-w   ' 
i'>  tin-   tluii   f\istin>4   I' .iiilitjii_. 

An^.n«   ,„!,.,■   iVatur...   ,i,r,,r,„  ,ra.  c  d    ,„    ilu    r.v.>.d    Water    \rr 
ulnn,    wnl   .a.iMy   ^..,1,.  ,d  rl„.  d.iiiai.U   ,i,a,    l.u,    .,.,„   m.,r/and 
-..'.n.   ,n-iM.n,lv   lu-ard    ,r.,„i    ,1,,.  and   d.^tn.-,-   ,„•   iTi,.    Pn.vin.v   „, 
nx.-m   yvar>.    may    1,.    m..,K„,n,d    tlu    ,„.w.r  „f  ,„:,.,,>    ,,,   OMn.Hd 
wa-.r-„..rs    t.   o.n.inu-.    Mil.Maiuial    lu.ukat.s.    .-umpuU,  ,rv    r„ta- 
I  ."  tlu-  iw-  ,.1   wa„T  I,y  irri«at„.n  licvn^cH.s.  hroad.r  ,„,w.rs  ,„■ 
^  '     l»i-lru-l    i-.n.v;iiu-.i.  Ill  MiiHTviMtiL;  tlu'  (l!-.tril)iu 
.ill-    M-ttliii-    ,,1    waUT  d:<iiiilc>.   tlu- 
liailiff>   111   uPKi  nt   caM-    il.ui   ,,n|_\ 
ut!d,rst(..,d   !!iat   VMluiitary  aHn-t-m* 
till-    <|iR--ti(,ni.    a    standardized    ant 
ac(|m-itiu;i   i,i  new   rij^Iits. 
I'>isidc>    pti.vidiiii;    i',  ,r 
S'V.nty     pa^e-s.    „r    appn.ximatdy    .,nc-l,alf    „t     tlu-       ,w     \ct     ,. 
-l.vot.d    ,„    the    t.,nnati,.„    and    K"v.rnm.nt    „f    p„idic    irrication 
o.rp,,rati.,nv  ...lu-rwi^.  kn,,wn  a>  "irri.atinn  di^tnc-,,."     Tlu-.c-  are 
'-l>cs    crpuiatc    having    p„w.r.    .nal.lin,^    tlu-    wat.r-nscr.    who 
-."P-c     them     „,„     only     to    .Mahli,!,     and     operate     ioint     uater 
.J^tenis.   l,„t   to  levy  taxes,  expropriate  lands,   l.or.-ow   monev,  and 
.^-enerally  to  exe-nse   the   powers  o,   a   numicipality  for  water  pur- 
,>oses.       1  hi-    part    of   th.-    Act    represents    a    ^reat    deal    of    carefnl 
stud>    an,l    in.e-,i«ation   ex.e.idinu  over   al.ont   two   years,      i,   „„. 
i!i-   he-t   .,f  the  principles   of  similar  Act.s   in 


ion  ,,i  water  and 

-slide   appointment   of  water 

last   resort  and   where   it  i- 

mion.i,'  water-nser.,  is  out  of 

mplilieil    procedure    f.  ir    the 


'l)eration 


■n    a    -mal 


i-ak 


only  eml- 
-tate-  aii.l 
eondjiions 


I'-  'iintne- 


hut 


It 


■  ther 
_  Is     >pecially    adapted    to    meet     the 

■■"  'ira.-h  Columhin.  Xumerous  safe.L,niards  have  heen 
ihrown  about  the  formation  and  mana..ement  of  these  proposed 
corporations  and  provision  has  b,,„  ,„,,,,  ,-,„  „,.  ^-^^-^  i„,„,,,,„„ 
and  re.imsite  approval  of  all  important  act.  of  the  corporation 
t.y  an  impartial  commission.  These  safe.niards  are  calculated  no, 
otily  to  protect  the  individual  land-owners  hut  to  ^..ve  capital 
which  ,s  essential  to  the  .succe-s  of  such  undertaking-  the  .- 
ance  that  it  is  looking  ft>r. 
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SPEAKS    OF    FISHERIES 

In  conclusion,  let  me  refer  to  one  more  industry  in  which,  as 
commissioner,  I  take  a  special  interest.  I  refer  to  fisheries.  This 
mdustry  has  of  late  made  sulj'.tantial  and  rapid  progress.  The 
value  of  the  product  in  British  Columbia  is  nearly  one-half  of  the 
whole  of  Canada  and  almost  one-quarter  of  the  entire  product  of 
the  F'acific  Coast.  The  Government  of  British  Columbia  is  taking 
a  very  itiiportant  hand  in  its  development.  In  addition  to  conces- 
sions obtained  from  the  Donimion  Government  in  the  control,  and 
the  Provincial  hatchery  at  Seton  Lake,  it  has  entered  upon  a  pro- 
gramme of  investigation  of  fish  life  on  this  coast  not  heretofore 
undertaken.  This  will  include  a  study  of  clam  and  oyster  beds 
under  the  direction  of  experts.  f)ur  fishery  wealth  is  the  greatest 
on  the  .\merican  continent  and  it  is  only  yet  in  the  early  stages  of 
development.  The  policy  of  the  Gover>M.ients  of  British  Columbia 
and  of  Canada,  of  whose  joint  possession  it  is  a  part,  should  and 
will  be  to  conserve  the  fisheries  to  the  utmost  so  that  the  most 
valuable  of  food  products  may  forever  remain  undiminished  in 
quantity  and   value. 

We  have  four  transcontinental  lines  of  railway  practically  com- 
pleted to  our  shores  with  the  prospects  of  at  least  two  American 
lines  making  this  coast  their  teniinii.  The  Panama  Canal  will  l)e 
soon  opened  for  traffic,  with  all  it  means  for  this  Province.  Our 
harl)ors  are  being  improved  to  a  degree  unthought  of  a  few  years 
ago.  Vast  areas  in  the  interior  are  being  opened  and  made  ready 
for  settlement.  The  Peace  River  will  be  directly  accessible  in 
1915  and  that  potential  district  will  l)e  tributary  to  our  trade  and 
commerce.  In  all  this  immense  development  Victoria  i>  vitally 
interested  and,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  island  of  Vancouver, 
will  share  largely  in  the  fruits  of  these  accomplishments.  We  are 
all  to  be  congratulated  upon  being  permitted  to  live  in  this  the 
day  of  great  things  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  we  shall,  in  the  true 
sense,  make  the  most  of  the  opportunities  now  knocking  at  our 
doors. 


m^f. 


